Chapter 16

“Something to Move Mountains”:
Hugh Nibley and the Book of Mormon

Hugh Nibley has had a revolutionary influence on the way we read the Book
of Mormon. In Lehi in the Desert, An Approach to the Book of Mormon, and Since Cumordh,
as well as in his many related articles, Hugh Nibley has set the Book of Mormon in an
ancient Middle Eastern context and helped three generations of readers realize the
book’s relevance and importance to our day. The effect of Hugh's writings has been
fundamental and far-reaching; our understanding of the Book of Mormon has deep-
ened and our appreciation of the book has grown. As John W. Welch, BYU law profes-
sor and Book of Mormon scholar, puts it, “We are warned but reassured” by Hugh’s
work.?2

Hugh finds the Book of Mormon compelling in three fundamental ways: First,
the uncanny parallels to other writings from the ancient Middle East have called forth
Hugh’s respect for the Book of Mormon’s ability to fit comfortably within that histor-
ical and cultural milieu. Second, this, in turn, has caused him to see the book as a sig-
nificant witness for the prophetic calling of Joseph Smith; these connections confirm
the Prophet’s story about the coming forth of the Book of Mormon and witness to his
divine calling as a translator. Most importantly, Hugh Nibley venerates the book for its
relevance to our day and its prophetic nature, for its accuracy in depicting the sins and
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